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has always done his work in the words 
of Shakespeare, with the modest still-
ness and humility that becomes any 
human. But when one looks back at his 
record, you can see that the modest 
man from Shrewsbury, VT, has left his 
mark on virtually every piece of edu-
cation, job training, and disability leg-
islation over the past quarter century. 
It is difficult to determine how many 
people JIM’s efforts have helped, but if 
it were possible to quantify his efforts, 
I know we would find that hundreds of 
thousands of lives have been improved 
because of his actions in Vermont and 
across the country. 

The Senate this year is losing a 
treasure, a man who in the best tradi-
tion of the Senate has never been 
afraid of taking heroic, principled 
stand without having to make a lot of 
noise. Sharon and I are personally los-
ing good friends in JIM and his wife Liz. 
And Americans all over the country 
are losing one of the most dedicated 
fighters for the basic rights that too 
many disadvantaged people are short-
changed on. I wish my friend well in 
his retirement. 

I close with the sadness of losing in 
our body somebody such as Senator 
JEFFORDS. People go to him. People are 
comforted by his presence. People are 
emboldened by his nature. They see 
what it is he does not say to promote 
himself or his ideas, and somehow they 
are attracted to those ideas because 
they understand if it comes out of JIM 
JEFFORDS, it is good for the public. 

So I think of his family too, I say to 
Senator BOXER, and I think of how 
proud they must be. I also think of just 
myself, to be honest, how sad I am 
going to be not being able to sit next to 
JIM JEFFORDS and share his humor and 
to look upon his greatness—not just 
his nose, but his greatness: the classic 
Vermonter, the classic New Englander. 
He has been so incredibly good for the 
Senate. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, I rise 

today to acknowledge the extraor-
dinary career of Senator JIM JEFFORDS. 

For the past 32 years, JIM JEFFORDS 
has served the citizens of Vermont and 
the American people with integrity, in-
tellectual honesty, and diligence. When 
faced with the choice between political 
convenience or protecting the interests 
of his constituents, JIM JEFFORDS al-
ways stood for Vermont and the con-
cerns of hard-working Americans. 
When others decided to do what was 
popular in Washington or among the 
chattering classes, JIM remained true 
to his values. He has been a model of 
principled leadership, often ahead of 
his time. 

Long before protecting our environ-
ment and precious natural resources 
occupied America’s consciousness, JIM 
was leading on these issues. Working 
across party lines throughout his ca-
reer, including as chairman of the Sen-
ate Environment and Public Works 
Committee, JIM JEFFORDS urged the 
President to strengthen antipollution 

measures, investigated the effects of 
greenhouse gas emissions, and pro-
moted increased fuel efficiency. During 
his time in the U.S. Senate he intro-
duced the Global Warming Pollution 
Reduction Act, the High-Performance 
Green Buildings Act, and the Renew-
able Energy and Energy Efficiency In-
vestment Act. 

JIM JEFFORDS has never lost sight of 
his constituents and their needs. He 
loyally stood by farmers in Vermont 
and all over the Nation when he fought 
President Bush’s dairy tax, extended 
the Milk Income Loss Contracts— 
MILC—program, and supported the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act. 

JIM JEFFORDS has also committed his 
career to improving education, which 
he has treated as one of the great 
callings of our time. Speaking at a 
Rally for Education in 2002, JIM JEF-
FORDS said of education funding that 
‘‘it is not an option, it is a necessity, 
for our children, for our schools and for 
the future of our great Nation.’’ JIM 
JEFFORDS championed the Head Start 
Program, increased funding for elemen-
tary, secondary, and higher education, 
and sponsored the Better Education for 
Students and Teachers Act. He has also 
provided unwavering support to Amer-
ican children with disabilities that face 
a unique set of challenges in navi-
gating our education system. Even as a 
freshman Congressman some 30 years 
ago, JIM JEFFORDS managed to marshal 
his colleagues in order to pass the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education 
Act. 

As a member of the Environment and 
Public Works Committee, I have had 
the opportunity to work closely with 
Senator JEFFORDS and his capable 
staff. His office and his standards of 
professionalism inspire great respect. 

On a personal level, I continue to ad-
mire a public servant that has so con-
sistently followed his conscience. Time 
magazine recognized JIM JEFFORDS as 
the ‘‘Person of the Week’’ for his ‘‘rev-
olutionary’’ party switch in 2001. I do 
not believe that JIM necessarily set out 
to start a revolution; rather he invoked 
what might be considered a revolu-
tionary idea to some in Washington: 
government ought to serve the con-
cerns and interests of ordinary Ameri-
cans instead of catering to fringe 
groups or election year antics. In hind-
sight, most will hail JIM JEFFORDS’ 
principled decision to switch parties, 
though I know the decision was a dif-
ficult one for him and strained his rela-
tionship with many in this body. But 
JIM JEFFORDS did what he thought was 
right, and I applaud his courage and his 
example of leadership. 

So I thank Senator JEFFORDS not 
only for his lifetime of service and ac-
complishments but for having raised 
the bar for all of us. 

I wish JIM JEFFORDS and his family 
many happy years ahead. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont is recognized. 

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleagues for their very 

generous and kind comments. Their re-
marks remind me—all of us—the Sen-
ate is a family. I also thank my col-
leagues for their friendship. I am hon-
ored to be able to serve with you, espe-
cially you, I say to Senator ROCKE-
FELLER. 

You have been very kind to me over 
the years. I have followed your guid-
ance, and it has been good. I thank all 
of my colleagues for their friendship 
and am honored to serve with you. And 
as I go forward—I don’t know—I am 
going to wonder why I am going for-
ward and not just staying with you. 

Mr. President, now I guess we should 
proceed with the process that is nor-
mal. I thank the leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi is recognized. 

f 

NATIONAL SECURITY 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to be able to advise the Senate 
that the Appropriations Committee has 
completed our work on the bill pro-
viding funds for the Department of 
Homeland Security and the Depart-
ment of Defense for the next fiscal year 
which begins on October 1. 

Yesterday, the other body approved 
the Defense appropriations conference 
report, which provides new spending 
authority for the Department of De-
fense. Included in this bill is $70 billion 
in additional appropriations to fund op-
erations related to the global war on 
terror. I expect the majority leader 
will call up this conference report later 
today for approval by the Senate. 

I commend the excellent leadership 
and hard work of the distinguished 
Senators from Alaska and Hawaii, the 
chairman of the Defense Appropria-
tions Subcommittee and the ranking 
Democrat on that subcommittee, for 
putting together a bill that carefully 
considers the requests made by the ad-
ministration for this massive under-
taking of defending our country, iden-
tifying the challenges that we face, 
which threaten our security at home 
and abroad. It is a daunting task, but 
they have brought to this challenge a 
lot of experience, a lot of keen insight 
into the needs of our country, and the 
way the Department has to receive 
funding on a predictable and regular 
basis to achieve its goals and carry out 
its important mission. 

It is also my hope that the Homeland 
Security conference report will soon be 
filed in the House. It includes $34.8 bil-
lion in discretionary spending. It also 
reflects hard work by the conferees on 
that subcommittee, the distinguished 
Senator from New Hampshire, Mr. 
GREGG, and the distinguished Senator 
from West Virginia, Mr. BYRD, who 
were the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of that subcommittee. Our 
conferees completed work on this bill, 
and we expect that it will be filed in 
the House, as I have suggested, I hope, 
very soon. 
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The Homeland Security appropria-

tions bill for fiscal year 2007 appro-
priates $1.8 billion, designated as emer-
gency funding for border security, to 
help make our borders more secure. I 
commend the President and the Sec-
retary of the Department of Homeland 
Security for their leadership and their 
efforts to help strengthen the capa-
bility of protecting our homeland. Four 
thousand new border agents have been 
added. Detention facilities have been 
constructed. Cargo inspection has been 
improved. Coast Guard equipment and 
capabilities have been upgraded and 
modernized. New vehicles for agents 
have been acquired. New technologies 
have been acquired, as well, to help 
control illegal immigration. The capac-
ity to detect weapons of mass destruc-
tion have been improved. 

The timely consideration of both of 
these appropriations conference reports 
is very important to our Nation’s secu-
rity. The bills provide the funding to 
protect our Nation from those who 
would threaten us. 

I commend the conferees and the 
staff members who worked very hard to 
complete our work on these bills. I ap-
preciate President Bush’s leadership in 
sending the requests to Congress that 
were comprehensive, very carefully 
considered. I applaud the leadership of 
the administration for successfully 
protecting our homeland. 

Protecting our homeland is a huge 
challenge. Every year there are over 
500 million people who cross our bor-
ders. There are 118 million vehicles and 
16 million cargo containers that enter 
the United States annually. We have 
95,000 miles of coastlines, 2,000 miles of 
common border with Mexico, and 5,000 
miles of common border with Canada. 
These are under the jurisdiction of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion, and the Coast Guard. 

While efforts are being made at home 
to protect ourselves and our borders, 
demanding work is being done abroad 
by our military forces to defeat the 
terrorists. They have expressed their 
intention to kill Americans and anyone 
who stands in their way. 

The Defense appropriations bill fully 
funds military pay for our troops and 
includes an across-the-board pay raise 
that was requested by the President, as 
well as procurement of necessary air-
craft, ships, and ground equipment to 
ensure that our military forces are the 
best in the world. 

The Defense appropriations bill con-
tains $70 billion of supplemental fund-
ing to ensure that our troops have the 
resources needed to succeed in the 
global war on terrorism. 

Mr. President, I commend the good 
work of our conferees, and I am hopeful 
that both conference reports will be 
passed by the Senate this week. It will 
permit the timely transition to the 
new fiscal year and prevent potential 
funding delays that could result in a 
disruption of programs that are very 
important to our national security. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas is recognized. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 
how much time is remaining on our 
side for morning business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fifteen 
and a half minutes. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
will take such time as I may consume, 
but I will be perfectly willing to vitiate 
our time if we are going to a cloture 
vote that was scheduled for 11:30 a.m. I 
will go with the flow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas is recognized. 

f 

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
ESTIMATE 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 
there has been so much in the news 
since last Sunday regarding parts of a 
National Intelligence Estimate that 
was put out in a major American news-
paper. The leaked report has been the 
subject of much discussion, supposedly 
saying that the war in Iraq is hurting 
the chances of our stopping the ter-
rorist attacks on ourselves and other 
freedom-loving nations. 

Yesterday, the President said he be-
lieved it was very important, rather 
than just having the leaked portions of 
the National Intelligence Estimate 
available to the public, to have the 
whole document be out in the public 
forum. Within a matter of hours, the 
President declassified the Key Judg-
ments of the National Intelligence Es-
timate so that everyone in America— 
and indeed in the world—would be able 
to see the full text of the Key Judg-
ments, which was an internal, classi-
fied document that was meant to as-
sess the threats, the global threats 
from terrorists to ourselves and other 
western nations, or other democracies 
around the world. 

I think it is so important that we get 
the full report out there. The Key 
Judgments are on the Web for everyone 
to see. Anyone with a computer or a 
FAX machine can get these Key Judg-
ments. I think what it does is show, 
clearly, that what the President is try-
ing to do, and what our strategy in 
America is, is the right one; that is, 
that we must continue to pursue the 
terrorists without equivocation, with-
out a lessening in commitment, with-
out any hesitancy. We must go after 
these terrorists, who are inhuman, who 
have no standards of any moral frame-
work, and we must not be diffident in 
our efforts to wipe them out before 
they attack Americans and other free-
dom-loving people in the world—in-
deed, innocent women, children, and 
men who are being slaughtered daily 
with suicide bombs and kidnappings 
and beheadings. 

Secondly, the major point that the 
President is trying to make—and most 
of us in Congress agree with—is that 
we need to have a very long term com-
mitment to help bring freedom to the 
people who are living under the re-
gimes that treat women as if they are 

subhuman, that treat their own people 
who might be of a different sect as if 
they are lesser people, or because I am 
a Sunni and you are a Shiite, or I am 
a Kurd and you are a Sunni—any of 
those combinations. They are treating 
each other with the same violence, and 
inhumane treatment as they do with 
Americans. 

Mr. President, I think if you look at 
the entire report, you will see that the 
strategy of cut and run is not the way 
to wipe out the terrorists. The Presi-
dent’s strategy is not to treat terror-
ists with kid gloves. The President’s 
strategy is to go on the offensive to 
bring terrorists to justice. The Presi-
dent’s strategy is to also work with the 
innocent people in the Middle East so 
they can have freedom, they can have 
democracy, they can have a quality of 
life that would make their children 
want to live, rather than blow them-
selves up in order to kill innocent peo-
ple. And it is to confront the terrorists 
with the same determination that they 
bring to their assault on freedom. We 
must treat them with absolute clar-
ity—that we will not give up the de-
fense of freedom and be dictated to by 
people who do not even treat their own 
people with humanity, and who treat 
women as if they are not human 
beings. 

Mr. President, I want to talk about 
some specific parts of the report. I 
want to put in the RECORD some of the 
significant Key Judgments that I have 
not seen reported in the press. Here are 
some of the key parts of the report 
under the ‘‘Key Judgments’’ section of 
the National Intelligence Estimate: 

United States-led counterterrorism efforts 
have seriously damaged the leadership of al- 
Qaida and disrupted its operations; however, 
we judge that al-Qaida will continue to pose 
the greatest threat to the Homeland and U.S. 
interests abroad by a single terrorist organi-
zation. We also assess that the global 
jihadist movement . . . is spreading and 
adapting to counterterrorism efforts. 

Greater pluralism and more responsive po-
litical systems in Muslim majority nations 
would alleviate some of the grievances 
jihadists exploit. Over time, such progress, 
together with sustained, multifaceted pro-
grams targeting the vulnerabilities of the 
jihadist movement and continued pressure 
on al-Qa’ida could erode support for the 
jihadists. 

That is saying in the internal docu-
ment that pursuing democracies, free-
dom, and self-governance is one of the 
ways that we will be able to eventually 
erode the al-Qaida terrorist network 
and other terrorist networks with 
which we are not even yet familiar. So 
it is verifying that education and the 
attempt to bring self-governance to the 
Middle Eastern countries that do not 
have it is the right approach. 

It goes on to say: 
We assess that the global jihadist move-

ment is decentralized, lacks a coherent glob-
al strategy, and is becoming more diffused. 
New jihadist networks and cells, with anti- 
American agendas, are . . . likely to emerge. 
. . . 

We assess that the operational threat from 
self-radicalized cells will grow in importance 
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